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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of the claims replaces all prior versions and listings of claims in the 

application: 

Listing of Claims 

1.-44. (canceled) 

45. (currently amended) A computer readable medium storing data for access 
by an application program e x e cuting on a data to be read by a computer processing system, the 
computer r e adabl e m e dium data comprising a server application program and a document type 
definition (DTD) stored on th e comput e r readable medium for use in storing, retrieving, 
searching, or tracking at least three different types of digital assets stored in one or more 
databases a single database, each digital asset comprising content and metadata , the DTD 
comprising defining the structure of the metadata with declared elements and attributes for the at 
least twe three different types of digital assets, one typo the different types of digital assets 
selected from the group consisting of photographs, movies, graphics, an4 text documents, and a 
s e cond type s e l e cted from the group consisting of audio recordings and video recordings, the 
DTD further comprising defining metadata for rights management of the at least two of the 
different types of digital assets, th e DTD id e ntifying to the data processing system when 
executing the server application program th e declared elements and th e declared element's 
r e lative locations within th e digital assets to enable the data processing system to process 
storage, r e tri e val, search, and tracking requests , the computer processing system causes the DTD 
to be accessed, a demand containing user entered search parameters for information pertaining to 
the digital assets to be processed for transmission to the database, and search results listing 
different types of digital assets returned from the database to be processed for display to the user . 

46. (previously presented) The computer readable medium of claim 45 
wherein the DTD is encoded in extensible markup language (XML). 
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47. (currently amended) The computer readable medium of claim 45 wherein 
the DTD comprises defines metadata for at least three of photographs, audio recordings, video 
recordings, or movies. 

48. (previously presented) The computer readable medium of claim 45 
wherein the DTD comprises declared elements and attributes for at least three types of digital 
assets, at least one type selected from the group consisting of photographs, movies, graphics, and 
text documents, and another type selected from the group consisting of audio recordings and 
video recordings. 

49. (currently amended) The computer readable medium of claim 45 wherein 
the DTD compris e s defines metadata for photographs and further comprises a plurality of 
metadata attributes for the photograph metadata, the photograph-metadata attributes comprising 
at least one of: 

a definition for black/white; 

a definition for color; 

a definition for caption; and 

a definition for legal restrictions associated with a photograph. 

50. (currently amended) The computer readable medium of claim 45 wherein 
the DTD comprises defines metadata for audio recordings and furth e r comprises a plurality of 
metadata attributes for the audio-recordings metadata, the audio-recordings-metadata attributes 
comprising at least one of: 

a definition for music; 

a definition for track title; 

a definition for duration; 

a definition for compact disc (CD) number; 

a definition for CD title: and 

a definition for rights issues regarding use of an audio recording. 
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5 1 . (currently amended) The computer readable medium of claim 45 wherein 
the DTD comprises defines metadata for movies and furth e r comprises a plurality of metadata 
attributes for the movie metadata, the movie-metadata attributes comprising at least one of: 

a definition for title; 

a definition for version; 

a definition for rating; 

a definition for minutes; 

a definition for release date; 

a definition for run time; 

a definition for color; 

a definition for synopsis: 

a definition for director; 

a definition for cast; and 

a definition for allowable usage of a movie. 

52. (currently amended) The computer readable medium of claim 45 wherein 
the DTD comprises defines metadata for video recordings and further comprises a plurality of 
metadata attributes for the video-recordings metadata, the video-recordings-metadata attributes 
comprising a definition for rights issues regarding use of a video recording. 

53. (previously presented) The computer readable medium of claim 45 
wherein the rights management metadata comprises at least one of: 

a contract identifier; 

an availability start date; 

an availability end date; 

an allowed number of plays per agreement; 

a copyright holder identifier; and 

a worldwide rights identifier. 
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54. (currently amended) A computer readable medium storing data for acc e ss 
by an application program executing on a data to be read by a computer processing system, the 
computer r e adable medium data comprising a server application program and a document type 
definition (DTD) stor e d on th e comput e r r e adable medium for use in storing, retrieving, 
searching, or tracking at least three different types of digital assets stored in one or mor e 
databases a single database, each digital asset comprising content and metadata , the DTD 
comprising defining the structure of the metadata with declared elements and attributes for the 
three different types of photographic digital assets, the different types of audio digital assets- 
promo digital assets, and voiceov e r digital assets, wherein the including photographic, audio, 
promo, video, movie, and voiceover digital assets ar e all stored on a same computer readable 
m e dium, th e DTD identifying to the data processing syst e m , the server application program 
comprising modules for a parser, a query language utility, and a style sheet processor, and when 
executing the server application program th e declared elements and the declar e d element's 
r e lative locations within the digital assets to enable th e data processing syst e m to process 
storage, retri e val, search, and tracking requests , the computer processing system causes the 
parser to access the DTD, the query language utility to convert a demand containing user entered 
search parameters for information pertaining to the digital assets into a query to be transmitted to 
the database, and the style sheet processor to convert search results returned from the database 
into a style sheet for input to a client application . 

55. (currently amended) The computer readable medium of claim 54 wherein 
the comput e r r e adable m e dium comprising the DTD is th e same computer readable medium 
storing the photographic, audio, promo, and voiceov e r digital ass e ts query language utility is a 
structured query language (SQL) utility and the style sheet processor is an extensible style sheet 
language (XSL) processor . 

56. (currently amended) The computer readable medium of claim 54 wherein 
the DTD further compri se s defines declared elements and attributes for rights management of at 
least two different ones of the photographic, audio, promo, and voiceover digital assets. 
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57. (previously presented) The computer readable medium of claim 56 
wherein the rights management elements and attributes comprise metadata for at least one of: 

a contract identifier; 

an availability start date; 

an availability end date; 

an allowed number of plays per agreement; 

a copyright holder identifier; and 

a worldwide rights identifier. 

58. (currently amended) A computer readable medium storing data for access 
by an application program e xecuting on a data to be read by a computer processing system, the 
computer readable medium comprising a document typ e d e finition (DTD) client application 
program stored on the computer readable medium for use in storing, retrieving, searching, or 
tracking digital assets in one or more databases, each digital asset comprising content and 
metadata, when executed by the computer processing system, the DTD comprising client 
application program causes the computer processing system to : 

digital cont e nt selected from the group consisting of digitally encoded 
ass e t data, a link to a fil e containing asset data, and a reference to a location where asset data is 
digitally stor e d; 

access a document type definition (DTD) associated with the one or more 
databases that defines the structure of the metadata with declared elements and attributes for at 
least three types of digital assets , at least one type selected from the group consisting of 
photographs, movies, graphics, promos, voiceovers. and text documents, and anoth e r typ e 
s e lect e d from the group consisting of audio recordings and video recordings; and 

m e tadata for rights management of the at l e ast thr ee typ e s of digital ass e ts. 

wh e rein th e DTD id e ntifies to the data proc e ssing syst e m executing the 
application program th e d e clared e l e m e nts and the d e clar e d e lement's relativ e locations within 
th e digital assets to enable the data processing syst e m to proc e ss storage, r e trieval, s e arch, and 
tracking r e qu e sts pertaining to th e digital assets 
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prompt a user to enter search criteria that includes one or more types of 
digital assets and a keyword that conforms to metadata defined by the DTD; 

return search results to the user listing different types of digital assets 
found in the one or more databases that meet the search criteria: and 

present the user with an opportunity to download or retrieve one or more 
of the different ty pes of digital assets listed in the returned search results . 

59. (currently amended) The computer readable medium of claim 58 wherein 
the DTD comprises defines metadata for photographs and furth e r comprises a plurality of 
metadata attributes for the photograph metadata, the photograph-metadata attributes comprising 
at least one of: 

a definition for black/white; 

a definition for color; 

a definition for caption; and 

a definition for legal restrictions associated with a photograph ; and 

the client application program causes the computer processing system to 

prompt a user to enter search criteria that conforms to one or more of the photograph-metadata 

attributes . 

60. (currently amended) The computer readable medium of claim 58 wherein 
the DTD comprises defines metadata for audio recordings and furth e r comprises a plurality of 
metadata attributes for the audio-recordings metadata, the audio-recordings-metadata attributes 
comprising at least one of: 

a definition for music; 

a definition for track title; 

a definition for duration; 

a definition for compact disc (CD) number; 

a definition for CD title; and 

a definition for rights issues regarding use of an audio recording ; and 
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the client application program causes the computer processing system to 
prompt a user to enter search criteria that conforms to one or more of the audio-recordings- 
metadata attributes . 

61 . (currently amended) The computer readable medium of claim 58 wherein 
the DTD comprises defines metadata for movies and furth e r compris e s a plurality of metadata 
attributes for the movie metadata, the movie-metadata attributes comprising at least one of: 

a definition for title; 
a definition for version; 
a definition for rating; 
a definition for minutes; 
a definition for release date; 
a definition for run time; 
a definition for color; 
a definition for synopsis; 
a definition for director; 
a definition for cast; and 

a definition for allowable usage of a movie ; and 

the client application program causes the computer processing system to 
prompt a user to enter search criteria that conforms to one or more of the movie-metadata 
attributes . 

62. (currently amended) The computer readable medium of claim 58 wherein 
the DTD defines metadata for rights management and the rights management metadata 
comprises at least one of the following attributes : 

a contract identifier; 
an availability start date; 
an availability end date; 
an allowed number of plays per agreement: 
a copyright holder identifier; and 
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a worldwide rights identifier ; and 

the client application program causes the computer processing system to 
prompt a user to enter search criteria that conforms to one or more of the rights-management- 
metadata attributes . 

63. (currently amended) A computer system for storing, searching, retrieving, 
and tracking different types of digital assets, the system comprising: 

a first comput e r r e adable medium server comprising application software 
and a database stored thereon , the database comprising a plurality of records, a first record 
identifying a photograph, a second record identifying a video r e cording, and a third r e cord 
identifying an audio recording storing at least three different types of digital assets, the different 
types of digital assets selected from the group consisting of photographs, movies, audio 
recordings, video recordings, graphics, and text documents, each digital asset comprising content 
and metadata ; 

a s e cond computer readable medium comprising a document type 
definition (DTD) stor e d thereon accessible by the server application software , the DTD 
comprising defining the structure of each different type of digital asset stored in the database 
with declared elements and attributes for photographs, video recordings, and audio recordings, 
th e format of the database records on the first computer readabl e m e dium conforming to the 
DTD, th e DTD furth e r comprising metadata for rights manag e m e nt of the photographs, video 
r e cordings, and audio recordings ; 

search and retrieval software for searching and retrieving one or more of 
the different types of digital assets from the database, the search and retrieval software requiring 
a user to enter as search criteria one or more of the different digital asset types; and 

a c e ntral processing unit processor coupled to the server and operative to 
acc e ss or r e c e iv e data stor e d on the first and second computer r e adabl e m e diums, th e DTD 
id e ntifying to th e central proc e ssing unit th e d e clar e d el e m e nts and th e declared elem e nt's 
relativ e locations within th e databa se records to enable the central proc e ssing unit to proc e ss 
storag e , r e tri e val, search, and tracking requests p e rtaining to at least one of the photograph, th e 
vid e o r e cording, and th e audio r e cording execute the search and retrieval software to: 
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convert search criteria entered by a user into a demand for database 

information; and 

convert responses received from the server into a format for 

display to the user. 



64. (currently amended) The computer system of claim 63 wherein the fet 
computer r e adabl e medium and th e s e cond comput e r readable medium are the sam e computer 
r e adable m e dium server application software comprises a parser, the parser operative to retrieve 
the structure defined in the DTD . 



65. (currently amended) The computer system of claim 63 wherein the DTD 
compris e s defines metadata for photographs and further comprises a plurality of metadata 
attributes for the photograph metadata, the photograph-metadata attributes comprising at least 
one of: 

a definition for black/white; 

a definition for color; 

a definition for caption; and 

a definition for legal restrictions associated with a photograph. 

66. (currently amended) The computer system of claim 63 wherein the DTD 
compris e s defines metadata for audio recordings and furth e r compris e s a plurality of metadata 
attributes for the audio-recordings metadata, the audio-recordings-metadata attributes comprising 
at least one of: 

a definition for music; 

a definition for track title; 

a definition for duration; 

a definition for compact disc (CD) number; 

a definition for CD title; and 

a definition for rights issues regarding use of an audio recording. 
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67. (currently amended) The computer system of claim 63 wherein the 
database stores rights management metadata for at least three different types of digital assets 
stored in the database and the rights management metadata comprises at least one of: 

a contract identifier; 

an availability start date; 

an availability end date; 

an allowed number of plays per agreement; 

a copyright holder identifier; and 

a worldwide rights identifier. 

68. (currently amended) A computer system for storing, searching, retrieving, 
and tracking different types of digital assets, the system comprising: 

a first comput e r readabl e medium server comprising application software 
and a database stor e d thoroon , the database storing a plurality of digital assets of different types, 
the different types including photographs, movies, audio recordings, video recordings, graphics, 
and text documents, each asset comprising content and metadata, the metadata comprising rights 
management information, the digital assets stored in the database comprising a plurality of 
r e cords, on e r e cord identifying a photograph, a s e cond record identifying a video recording, and 
a third record identifying a text document; 

a s e cond first computer readable medium comprising a document type 
d e finition (DTD) stor e d thereon, th e DTD comprising d e clared elem e nts and attributes for 
photographs, video recordings, and text documents, the format of the database records 
conforming to the DTD, the DTD furth e r comprising m e tadata for rights manag e ment of at least 
on e photograph and at least on e vid e o recording single data definitions file accessible by the 
server application software, the data definitions file defining the data structure of each type of 
digital asset stored in the database ; 

a fed second computer readable medium comprising digital cont e nt 
stor e d th e r e on, the digital content comprising a photograph, a video r e cording, and a text 
docum e nt associated with th e DTD and th e database records search and retrieval software for 
searching and retrieving one or more of the different types of digital assets from the database, the 

II 
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search and retrieval software requiring a user to enter as search criteria one or more of the 
different digital asset types ; and 

a central proc e ssing unit processor coupled to the server and operative to 
access or rec e iv e data stored on th e first, second, and third computer readabl e mediums, the DTD 
identifying to the central processing unit th e d e clar e d e l e m e nts and the d e clared element's 
relativ e locations within the databas e r e cords to enabl e th e c e ntral processing unit to proc e ss 
storag e , r e tri e val, search, and tracking requ e sts pertaining to at least one of the photograph, the 
vid e o r e cording, and the t e xt document execute the search and retrieval software to convert 
search criteria entered by a user into a demand for database information and to display results 
returned from the server . 

69. (currently amended) The computer system of claim 68 wherein at4east 
two of the first, s e cond, and third comput e r r e adabl e m e diums ar e the sam e computer readable 
m e dium the data definitions file comprises a document type definition (DTD) . 

70. (currently amended) The computer system of claim 68 wherein the ©T© 
comprises data definitions file defines metadata for photographs and further compris e s a plurality 
ef metadata attributes for the photograph metadata, the photograph-metadata attributes 
comprising at least one of: 

a definition for black/white; 

a definition for color; 

a definition for caption; and 

a definition for legal restrictions associated with a photograph. 

71. (previously presented) The computer system of claim 68 wherein the 
rights management metadata comprises at least one of: 

a contract identifier; 

an availability start date; 

an availability end date: 

an allowed number of plays per agreement; 
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a copyright holder identifier; and 
a worldwide rights identifier. 

72. (currently amended) A computer system for storing, searching, retrieving, 
and tracking different types of digital assets, the system comprising: 

a first computer readable medium server comprising application software 
and a database stor e d th e r e on , the database comprising a plurality of records, the records 
id e ntifying at least two storing four types of digital assets, at l e ast on e type select e d from the 
group consisting of still imag e s the four types including photographs , movies, graphics, voice 
ov e rs, promos, and text docum e nts, and a s e cond type selected from the group consisting of 
audio recordings and video r e cordings , each digital asset comprising content and metadata, the 
metadata comprising rights management information ; 

a s e cond computer readabl e m e dium comprising a document type 
definition (DTD) stored thereon accessible by the server application software , the DTD 
comprising defining the structure of the four types of digital assets with declared elements and 

conforming to th e DTD. the DTD further comprising m e tadata for rights management of at least 
two diff e rent types of digital assets s e l e ct e d from th e group consisting of still images, promos, 
and voic e overs ; 

a third computer readabl e medium comprising digital cont e nt of the at 
l e ast two search and retrieval software for searching and retrieving one or more of the four types 
of digital assets stored on and associat e d with th e DTD and from the database records , the search 
and retrieval software requiring a user to enter as search criteria one or more of the four digital 
asset types ; and 

a c e ntral processing unit processor coupled to the server and operative to 
acc e ss or r e c e ive data stor e d on th e first, s e cond, and third comput e r readabl e mediums, the DTD 
id e ntifying to the central proc e ssing unit the d e clar e d e l e ments and the d e clar e d e lement' s 
r e lativ e locations within the databas e r e cords to e nabl e the central proc e ssing unit to process 
storag e , r e tri e val, s e arch, and tracking requests pertaining to a digital ass e t belonging to one of 
the at l e ast two types of digital assets execute the search and retrieval software to convert search 
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criteria entered by a user into a demand for database information and to display results returned 
from the server . 

73. (currently amended) The computer system of claim 72 wherein at least 
two of th e first, second, and third computer readabl e m e diums are the sam e comput e r readabl e 
m e dium the processor is part of a workstation, a laptop, or desktop computer coupled to the 
server via secure transmission lines or a firewall and non-secure transmission lines . 

74. (currently amended) The computer system of claim 72 wherein the DTD 
comprises defines metadata for photographs and furth e r compris e s a plurality of metadata 
attributes for the photograph metadata, the photograph-metadata attributes comprising at least 
one of: 

a definition for black/white; 

a definition for color; 

a definition for caption; and 

a definition for legal restrictions associated with a photograph. 

75. (currently amended) The computer system of claim 72 wherein the DTD 
compris e s defines metadata for audio recordings and furth e r compris e s a plurality of metadata 
attributes for the audio-recordings metadata, the audio-recordings-metadata attributes comprising 
at least one of: 

a definition for music; 

a definition for track title; 

a definition for duration; 

a definition for compact disc (CD) number; 

a definition for CD title; and 

a definition for rights issues regarding use of an audio recording. 

76. (previously presented) The computer system of claim 72 wherein the 
rights management metadata comprises at least one of: 
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a contract identifier; 

an availability start date; 

an availability end date; 

an allowed number of plays per agreement; 

a copyright holder identifier; and 

a worldwide rights identifier. 

77. (currently amended) The computer system of claim 72 wherein the DTD 
compris e s defines metadata for movies and furth e r comprises a plurality of metadata attributes 
for the movie metadata, the movie-metadata attributes comprising at least one of: 

a definition for title; 

a definition for version; 

a definition for rating; 

a definition for minutes; 

a definition for release date; 

a definition for run time; 

a definition for color; 

a definition for synopsis; 

a definition for director; 

a definition for cast; and 

a definition for allowable usage of a movie. 
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